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Subject: Presidential Statement of His Excellency Most Reverend José H. Gomez of Los Angeles

Your Eminence / Your Excellency,

I share the attached Presidential Statement of His Excellency Most Reverend José H. Gomez of Los
Angeles, President, in response to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ vote to write a
document on the meaning of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church.

Also attached is a question and answer document that responds to the most frequent concerns that
have been raised. It is separate from the Presidential Statement and will not be released to the press;
however, you may use the answers in any way that you might find helpful.

Thank you for your kind attention to this memorandum.
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United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Vote to Write a Document on the
Meaning of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church

Statement of Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops

June 21, 2021

“Last week, my brother bishops and | voted overwhelmingly to issue a teaching document on the
beauty and power of the Eucharist. The doctrine committee of the bishops’ conference will now
begin drafting this document and, in the months ahead, the bishops will continue our prayer and
discernment through a series of regional meetings and consultations. In November, the bishops
will gather to discuss the document draft.

“The Eucharist is the heart of the Church and the heart of our lives as Catholics. In the Holy
Eucharist, Jesus Christ himself draws near to each one of us personally and gathers us together as
one family of God and one Body of Christ.

“As bishops, our desire is to deepen our people’s awareness of this great mystery of faith, and to
awaken their amazement at this divine gift, in which we have communion with the living God.
That is our pastoral purpose in writing this document.

“I invite everyone in the Church to pray for the bishops as we continue our dialogues and
reflections. | pray that this will be a time for all of us in the Church to reflect on our own faith
and readiness to receive our Lord in the Holy Eucharist.”

HitH
Media Contact:

Chieko Noquchi
202-541-3200



mailto:media-relations@usccb.org

SES CONy,
< 2

Q <
f‘ %r} Questions and Answers on the U.S. Bishops’ Vote to Draft a
‘ Document on the Meaning of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church
e}
o B\*‘o

Since the conclusion of the Spring Plenary Assembly of the U.S. bishops last week, there has
been much attention on the vote taken to draft a document on the Eucharist. The question of
whether or not to deny any individual or groups Holy Communion was not on the ballot. The
vote by the bishops last week tasked the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Doctrine to begin the drafting of a teaching document on the Eucharist.

The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. The importance of nurturing an ever
deeper understanding of the beauty and mystery of the Eucharist in our lives is not a new topic
for the bishops. The document being drafted is not meant to be disciplinary in nature, nor is it
targeted at any one individual or class of persons. It will include a section on the Church’s
teaching on the responsibility of every Catholic, including bishops, to live in accordance with the
truth, goodness and beauty of the Eucharist we celebrate.

Below are a few commonly asked questions on the meeting and on this topic at issue.

Why are the bishops doing this now?

For some time now, a major concern of the bishops has been the declining belief and
understanding of the Eucharist among the Catholic faithful. This was a deep enough concern,
that the theme of the bishops’ strategic plan for 2021-2024 is Created Anew by the Body and
Blood of Christ: Source of Our Healing and Hope. This important document on the Eucharist
will serve as a foundation for the multi-year Eucharistic Revival Project, a major national effort
to reignite Eucharistic faith in our country. It was clear from the intensity and passion expressed
in the individual interventions made by the bishops during last week’s meeting that each bishop
deeply loves the Eucharist.

Did the bishops vote to ban politicians from receiving Holy Communion?

No, this was not up for vote or debate. The bishops made no decision about barring anyone from
receiving Holy Communion. Each Catholic - regardless of whether they hold public office or not
- is called to continual conversion, and the U.S. bishops have repeatedly emphasized the
obligation of all Catholics to support human life and dignity and other fundamental principles of
Catholic moral and social teaching.

Are the bishops going to issue a national policy on withholding Communion from
politicians?

No. There will be no national policy on withholding Communion from politicians. The intent is
to present a clear understanding of the Church’s teachings to bring heightened awareness among
the faithful of how the Eucharist can transform our lives and bring us closer to our creator and
the life he wants for us.

Did the Vatican tell the bishops not to move forward on drafting the document?

No. The Holy See did encourage the bishops to engage in dialogue and broad consultation. Last
week’s meeting was the first part of that process. It is important to note that collaboration and
consultation among the bishops will be key in the drafting of this document.
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